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SJ operates tendered and open access 
night train services
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⚫ SJ Night Train Services 263 nights/year in Sweden & Norway
‒ Trains towards 16 destinations start in the evening

⚫ Tendered night trains (green, blue, yellow)

‒ Fleet part of the contract and

‒ SJ owned fleet

⚫ Commercial open access (red, orange)

‒ SJ owned fleet

‒ Expansion to Umeå December 2020 when blue lines are handed over to next 
operator

⚫Night train traveling is growing!
‒ Climate change awareness

‒ Customer Satisfaction generally high

‒ Successful summer of 2020 due to vacation at home



Customer demands for night train fleet
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⚫ Sleeping and couchette coaches define the night train
‒ 125 sleeper- and couchette coaches

‒ Trains have also sitting coaches and restaurant or café coach

⚫ SJs sleeping and couchette coaches will be refurbished

⚫ Swedish and Norwegian trains are wider
‒ Good for comfort

‒ Bad for international service…

⚫ Changed needs demand a new standard for night trains
‒ Comfort on board

‒ Privacy

‒ Combining other modes of transport and accommodations



Coming night train services
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⚫ Swedish government have decided to support night train 
towards Central Europe as part of a green change 

⚫Goal is set for operation from August 1st 2022
(before the general election in September)

⚫ Swedish Transport Administration (Trafikverket) will Contract 
two night train services:
‒ Malmö–Cologne–Brussels

‒ Stockholm–Hamburg

⚫ Tight schedule. Contract will be direct awarded
‒ 4 years contract + 2 optional years



Denmark will be a major market for the new night trains
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⚫Main markets and suggested station stops:
‒ Copenhagen Area
⚫ Copenhagen Airport Station

⚫ Copenhagen New Ellebjerg

‒ Zealand
⚫ Ringsted or Slagelse

‒ Funen
⚫ Odense

‒ Jutland
⚫ Kolding – transfer to/from Aarhus

⚫ Copenhagen Central Station has a too long 
terminal time due to change of direction for the 
locomotive
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⚫ Regular all year around 

night trains

⚫ Denmark is a white spot

Night trains Western 
Europe in Dec 2020



How far can you reach with a night train?
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⚫ Approximate travel times from Copenhagen
‒ Trains for 200 m/h (lower speed during the night)

‒ Excluded time for shunting train parts

‒ Exkluded time due to capacity 
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Necessary elements in Denmark
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⚫ Copenhagen can form a hub in a growing night train 
network for Northern Europe

⚫Necessary conditions
‒ Direct lines with 200 km/h

‒ Timetable that avoid delays by slow trains in front

‒ Station capacity 

⚫ The future of night trains between Scandinavia and 
Continental Europe
‒ Connect 10 major cities in Central Europe within 10 years

⚫ SJ will support the development of the new night train for 
Northern Europe



Necessary elements in Denmark – Copenhagen Airport Station
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⚫ Copenhagen Airport Station expanded from 2 to 4 platform 
tracks
‒ Improvement of capacity and punctuality

‒ Important stop for coming night train services

⚫ Estimated cost is 1,7 billion DKK and can be financed by 
operating parking houses on top of the tracks

⚫ SJ finds it important to start the project as soon as possible



Whoever you are,
wherever you’re going


